EP Second Reader Sample
Lesson 1
1.

Read this famous poem. It’s a Mother Goose nursery rhyme.

2.

The first verse says that the sheep will come home on their own. Is that what
happened? (Answers)

LITTLE BO-PEEP
Little Bo-Peep has lost her sheep,
And can't tell where to find them;
Leave them alone, and they'll come home,
And bring their tails behind them.
Little Bo-Peep fell fast asleep,
And dreamt she heard them bleating;
But when she awoke, she found it a joke,
For still they all were fleeting.
Then up she took her little crook,
Determined for to find them;
She found them indeed, but it made her heart bleed,
For they'd left all their tails behind 'em!
It happened one day, as Bo-peep did stray
Unto a meadow hard by-There she espied their tails, side by side,
All hung on a tree to dry.
She heaved a sigh and wiped her eye,
And over the hillocks she raced;
And tried what she could, as a shepherdess should,
That each tail should be properly placed.
Lesson 2
1. Read these poems by Mother Goose.
2. What was Little Boy Blue doing instead of looking after the animals? (Answers)
3. Why does Johnny want the rain to go away? (Answers)
4. How should we be like a clock? (Answers)
…
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Lesson 27
1. Read chapter 2.
2. What is Jimmy trying to figure out? (Answers)
3. What is Jimmy going to do to try to find out the answer? (Answers)
4. Review your “Lily’s Walk” vocabulary from Lesson 25.

Chapter II Jimmy Skunk Consults His Friends

Jimmy Skunk scratched his head thoughtfully as he watched Old Mr. Toad go down the Lone
Little Path, hop, hop, hipperty-hop, towards the Smiling Pool. He certainly was puzzled, was
Jimmy Skunk. If Old Mr. Toad had told him that he could fly, Jimmy would not have been
more surprised, or found it harder to believe than that Old Mr. Toad had a beautiful voice. The
truth is, Jimmy didn’t believe it. He thought that Old Mr. Toad was trying to fool him.
Presently Peter Rabbit came along. He found Jimmy Skunk sitting in a brown study. He had
quite forgotten to look for fat beetles, and when he forgets to do that you may make up your
mind that Jimmy is doing some hard thinking.
“Hello, old Striped-coat, what have you got on your mind this fine morning?” cried Peter
Rabbit.
“Him,” said Jimmy simply, pointing down the Lone Little Path.
Peter looked. “Do you mean Old Mr. Toad!” he asked.
Jimmy nodded. “Do you see anything queer about him?” he asked in his turn.
Peter stared down the Lone Little Path. “No,” he replied, “except that he seems in a great
hurry.”
“That’s just it,” Jimmy returned promptly. “Did you ever see him hurry unless he was
frightened?”
Peter confessed that he never had.
“Well, he isn’t frightened now, yet just look at him go,” retorted Jimmy. “Says he has got a
beautiful voice, and that he has to take part in the spring chorus at the Smiling Pool and that he
is late.”
Peter looked very hard at Jimmy to see if he was fooling or telling the truth. Then he began to
laugh. “Old Mr. Toad sing! The very idea!” he cried. “He can sing about as much as I can,
and that is not at all.”
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Jimmy grinned. “I think he’s crazy, if you ask me,” said he. “And yet he was just as earnest
about it as if it were really so. I think he must have eaten something that has gone to his
head. There’s Unc’ Billy Possum over there. Let’s ask him what he thinks.”
So Jimmy and Peter joined Unc’ Billy, and Jimmy told the story about Old Mr. Toad all over
again. Unc’ Billy chuckled and laughed just as they had at the idea of Old Mr. Toad’s saying
he had a beautiful voice. But Unc’ Billy has a shrewd little head on his shoulders. After a few
minutes he stopped laughing.
“I done learn a right smart long time ago that I don’ know all there is to know
about my neighbors,” said he. “We-uns done think of Brer Toad as ugly-lookin’ fo’ so long
that we-uns may have overlooked something. I don’ reckon Brer Toad can sing, but I allows
that perhaps he thinks he can. What do you-alls say to we-uns going down to the Smiling Pool
and finding out what he really is up to?”
“The very thing!” cried Peter, kicking up his heels. You know Peter is always ready to go
anywhere or do anything that will satisfy his curiosity.
Jimmy Skunk thought it over for a few minutes, and then he decided that as he hadn’t anything
in particular to do, and as he might find some fat beetles on the way, he would go too. So off
they started after Old Mr. Toad, Peter Rabbit in the lead as usual, Unc’ Billy Possum next,
grinning as only he can grin, and in the rear Jimmy Skunk, taking his time and keeping a sharp
eye out for fat beetles.

Lesson 28
1. Read chapter 3.
2. When they got to Smiling Pool, where was Mr. Toad? (Answers)

Chapter III The Hunt for Old Mr. Toad

Now, though Old Mr. Toad was hurrying as fast as ever he could and was quite out of breath,
he wasn’t getting along very fast compared with the way Peter Rabbit or Jimmy Skunk or Unc’
Billy Possum could cover the ground. You see he cannot make long jumps like his cousin,
Grandfather Frog, but only little short hops.
So Peter and Jimmy and Unc’ Billy took their time about following him. They stopped to hunt
for fat beetles for Jimmy Skunk, and at every little patch of sweet clover for Peter Rabbit to
help himself. Once they wasted a lot of time while Unc’ Billy Possum hunted for a nest of
Carol the Meadow Lark, on the chance that he would find some fresh eggs there. He didn’t
find the nest for the very good reason that Carol hadn’t built one yet. Peter was secretly
glad. You know he doesn’t eat eggs, and he is always sorry for his feathered friends when their
eggs are stolen.

